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Youth Manifesto for Nature
and the Environment

The next Programme for
Government provides an
opportunity to take long
overdue action for nature
and climate.

The actions taken by our government will affect
the futures of every young person here, and as
such we believe it is only right that our voices
are heard loudly and clearly. Young people
have a unique role to play in addressing the
environmental challenges we face in Northern

Ireland. By virtue of our age, we have the longest

period of time to drive forward and achieve the
positive changes that are needed. But we also
have the most to lose if we don't take action

now to protect and enhance our environment.

This manifesto is a call for all political parties to
take immediate and decisive action on the joint
nature and climate crises. Nature's recovery
is vital for tackling climate change and
also essential in building a green
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recovery to the Covid-19 pandemic; providing a
platform for the Northern Ireland economy as it
seeks a sustainable future.

To achieve nature’s recovery, and in turn

to mitigate climate change, it is no longer
enough to think about slowing the loss of the
natural world and protecting what remains of
our wildlife. We need to stop and reverse the
declines, and put nature into recovery, at scale
and at pace.

We can turn things around before it’'s too
late - nature is capable of extraordinary
recovery, but only if we act now.
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for Nature Y’

Our connection to nature is much more
important than we may think; nature is not a
luxury but is in fact essential to our humanity
and health. We need wildlife and wild places to
thrive. By creating more space for nature, we
are creating better lives for everyone.

Many of our current systems and laws have
failed the natural world and it is now time

to turn things around. We need to do things
differently, business as usual won't be good
enough and the next ten years will be critical.

We have already grown up in a nature-depleted
world with many more species likely to decline
or be lost entirely in the coming decades if we
don't take action

for Climate

Biodiversity loss and climate change are

pboth driven by human economic activities and
mutually reinforce each other. Neither will be
successfully resolved unless both are tackled
together.

We must ensure that global temperature rise

will be limited to the 1.5°C target set out in the
2015 Paris Agreement — and Northern Ireland
must play its part by truly implementing green,
sustainable growth. Ultimately, our economy is
dependent on a stable natural environment and
we need to act now if we want to stop eroding the
very fundamentals of our society’s prosperity and
well-being.

for 1oung Feople iﬁi

We must promote the well-being benefits of
being outdoors in nature, particularly with the
levels of poor mental health increasing in our
young people. We need to mainstream outdoor
learning in schools to support young people’s
health. The benefits of outdoor learning include
(but are not limited to): improved health and
wellbeing, decreased stress levels, can have a
positive impact on behaviour and learning and
increases care for the environment.

We also need to invest in our future through the
support and creation of ‘green jobs" and plan a
just transition towards a low carbon economy.

What we want to see in the next Programme for Government:

Halting and reversing the systemic loss of
nature by implementing a national nature
recovery network with at least 30% of
land and 30% of sea protected, connected
and well managed for nature by 2030.

An ambitious Environment Strategy and
nature restoration targets set in law

New sustainable agriculture and fisheries
policies that ensure fair returns for farmers
and fishers, while cutting pollution and
emissions, and restoring nature through
regenerative practices.

Establish an independent Environmental
Protection Agency to oversee and enforce
all relevant environmental legislation.

And consider a youth panel as part of the
structure.

Rapid implementation of a Climate Change
Act for Northern Ireland with ambitious
targets, including carbon budgets, climate
action plans and the inclusion of ‘nature-
based solutions.

Fully implementing ‘nature-based
solutions’ to climate change e.g. peatland
restoration, blue carbon solutions such
as restoring kelp forests and sea grass,
and woodland creation and restoration to
support our journey to net zero.

Banning all new fossil fuel infrastructure in
Northern Ireland with no new licenses for
fossil fuel exploration or extraction being
issued.

Ensuring more time is spent learning

in and about nature in schools, with
guidance issued to schools on a minimum
recommended time spent learning
outdoors per week.

Providing funding to improve the outdoor
spaces and overall sustainability in schools
and provide training to facilitate learning
more outdoors, particularly for those in
lower socio-economic areas.

Introducing a ‘Nature Jobs’ scheme to
support young people to gain skills and
employment in nature conservation and
restoration to help fill the existing skills gap
in the sector.
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